03-37 Answers To Life's Difficult Questions: How Did I Get Myself Into This Mess?

Intro:

AC: Samson was a ruler-judge of Israel for 20 years.  He had everything going for him.  Yet, he was his own worst enemy.  He kept hurting himself.

1 He had supernatural strength, good looks and had God working in his life, but he kept destroying everything positive in his life!

2 Samson is a great example for us to pay attention to (After all, if he  isn't a good example,  he's at least an example of how NOT to live your life!

NEED:  Ever feel like Samson?  You look objectively at your life and you have everything going for you, but you keep destroying everything positive in your life? 

A You cried out to God to rescue you in your pain, but when he saved you, you slip right back into the habits and practices that caused you all the pain in the first place?  Why?

B People seem to go from one painful relationship to another because they repeat the same practices that caused them so much pain in their previous one.  

CIt is the natural and foolish tendency of our sinful nature to destroy our own lives (Gen 6:5-6)

CI: Samson exemplifies three of the most common ways that we bring trouble on ourselves.  If we can identify these three traps we can solve most of the destructive and painful problems we get into in life.  You eager to hear what we can learn from Samson's life???

I. Learn From Your Mistakes   
A Samson had two great weaknesses in his life and he never learned to control either of them. They constantly plagued him and eventually caused his downfall. (In fact, his life was a pathetic cycle of failures.  He never learned

B Samson's first weakness was a bad temper   
1 He killed thirty men to get their clothes (Judges 14:12-19)

2 He set a field afire just to get even (Judges 15:3-5)

3 He justified it as revenge (:7,11)

4 He refused to learn from his anger and kept destroying everything around him (cf Pr 14:1)

5 Anger will destroy your life! (Pr 29:11, 22; 

a "Anger like fire, finally dies out - but only after leaving a path of destruction."

C Samson's Second Weakness:  Uncontrolled Physical Desire: 
1 He was physically strong and morally weak.

2 For him it was kind of a game, "How close can I get to the fire and not get burned!"   "How close can I get to the edge and not fall off?"

3 He played the cat & mouse game with Delilah.  He kept teasing her with his weakness till he finally yielded to the temptation and fell!

4 Sexual immorality is a powerful temptation: (1 Cor 6:13-20;  1 Cor 5:1-2; 2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19-21; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5-6;  
1 Thess 4:3-7; Heb 13:4).

D None of us chooses to be a failure, but it will come on us gradually unless we are diligent.  Anger and Immorality... two mistakes Samson ignored.

II.  Choose Your Friends Carefully

A You can't soar with eagles if you run with turkeys (Pr 13:20;  1 Cor 15:33)

B Samson was defeated by unhealthy relationships even though God had chosen and equipped him for a special task!
1Miraculous birth, raised up to be a warrior for God's cause, and given divine power, but that could not off set his temptations fueled by his poor choice of relationships.

C You become like the people you spend the most time with. That's why it's vitally important to hang around with the people 

1You want to become like     
2That will help you become like you want!
D Do your friends keep you from living 100% for God's purpose.  Do you find yourself in compromising situations and environments? Are you trying to see how close you can stay to the edge? What friends are there with you? 

E Israel was warned to not associate with the surrounding nations, but they ignored God's warnings.  The result was destruction for the nation.  You cannot resist the influence of those you choose as friends.

III. Take God Seriously    
A Samson was careless about his spiritual life and never took God seriously.  It showed up in more way than one.

1 He was always doing his own thing      He lived for himself.  He was selfish in his lifestyle.  God's kingdom was not first priority. He let his own personal desires dictate his actions.

2 God, on the other hand, had a purpose for Samson's life (just as he does for you)

3 We're asking for trouble when we think God doesn't really mean what he says

a About sin and its consequences (1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 6:7-8)

b About doing the Father's will (Matthew 7:21-23)

c About getting into heaven (Matthew 7:13-14)

d About his desire to love us (John 3:16;  2 Pet 3:9-11)

e About his expectation of holiness (Heb 12:14)

B Samson  also never prayed    except before his final act when he brought the house down.

1He didn't seek God's will in fervent prayer until the very end (Judg 16:28)

2Why do we wait until everything falls apart before we seek God's face.... and even then we neglect what he's trying to accomplish?

IV. Application

A Three mistakes... all too common, all too devastating.  Not learning for our mistakes and the mistakes of others, choosing friends carelessly with no regard to their influence on our life, and not taking God seriously.

B God is still gracious and never gives up.  Samson is still listed in Faith's Hall of Fame in Hebrews 11.   Why?  Because God can take a person who is a total failure and still use him.  

1 What kind of history COULD Samson have had if he'd have listened to God and prayed fervently? 

C What should you do if you're a Samson?  You have to turn your life over the the Lord and give him ALL the pieces and ALL the control.  That's what it means to confess Jesus as Lord!  Have you done it yet?

